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identifying Ms successor in the person of the infant in whom his soul
had become re-incarnated.1 At Lhasa the political power continued
to be primarily in the hands of the Council of State, but their author-
ity tended to be challenged by the ultra-conservative element among
the abbots of the chief monasteries, who had been kept in compara-
tive subjection during the Dalai Lama's lifetime. Prima facie this
reactionary element might be taken to be opposed to British influence
and sympathetically disposed towards China.

The opportunity of recovering some of the ground lost at the time
of the revolution was not let pass by the Government at Nanking.
In the spring of 1934 the Government despatched a mission to Lhasa
led by General Huang Mu-sung, the Vice-Chief of the General Staff,
who was entrusted with a quantity of gifts amounting, according to
reports, to over one hundred yak-loads, as well as with a seal and a
patent of posthumous title for the deceased Dalai Lama. On arrival
at Lhasa the methods used by the mission in their attempts to assert
the suzerain status of China2 seem to have been not entirely tactful.
Manifestoes were placarded in the streets reminding the Tibetans of
their inclusion among the 'five nations' of China and exhorting them
to look to China as their 'friend and comforter'. The mission was said
to have tried also to persuade the authorities to abolish the line of
telegraphic communication which linked Lhasa to India and to
accept instead a wireless station for communicating with Nanking.
A polite negative from the Council of State was, so far as was ascer-
tainable, the only result of the mission, and the attempt to re-estab-
lish Chinese authority by means of direct appeal ended in apparent
failure.

There remained, however, another chance of success. The Panchen
Lama of Tashi Lhunpo, who in spiritual matters was at the head of
the hierarchy of Tibet and would, if precedents were followed,
become the spiritual guardian of the infant Dalai Lama, had been
living in China and Mongolia since he had gone into voluntary exile
ten years earlier after a sharp conflict with the former Primate. The
Nanking Government had studiously cultivated the friendship of
their guest, which had been of no small service to them in their
relations with the Inner Mongolians, among whom the Panchen

1 The search for the infant was reported to be still proceeding in July 1935.

a It should be noted that, in the history of diplomatic relations between
Great Britain and Tibet, the former never failed to recognize the principle of
China's suzerainty. In particular it was recognized in the tripartite agreement
of 1913 which was intended to establish the status of Tibet, but which tlie
Chinese Government left unratified owing to their dissatisfaction with the
territorial clauses.